
Timeline of Canadian Policy & Law

• 1600s – the concept of race is developed (François Bernier, Richard Bradley, Carl Linnaeus, John 
Hunter)

• 1876 – The Indian Act: Residential schools are established

• 1885- The Chinese Immigration Act imposed a “head tax” on Chinese immigrants

• 1914 – Komagata Maru 376 people from India were detained  on a ship for two months denied entry 
into Canada

• 1939 – Canada refused entry to thousands of Jewish refugees escaping persecution by Nazis (We would 
have riots if we agreed to a policy that admitted numbers of Jews. (Mackenzie King)

• 1940 – Italian Internment Camps (Mackenzie King labels 30,000 Italian Canadian enemies of the state)

• The newly created Department of Immigration and Colonization devised a list of preferred and non 
preferred countries.

• World War II – Japanese-Canadian internment camps

• 2017 – Alexandre Bissonnette killed 6 worshippers and injured 19 others at Quecbec City Mosque



Sources and Information about Sir John A. MacDonald and Residential Schools

• “When the school is on the reserve, the child lives with its parents, who are savages, and though he may learn to read and write, his 
habits and training mode of thought are Indian. He is simply a savage who can read and write. It has been strongly impressed upon 
myself, as head of the Department, that Indian children should be withdrawn as much as possible from the parental influence, and the 
only way to do that would be to put them in central training industrial schools where they will acquire the habits and modes of thought of 
white men.” Quote from Sir John A. MacDonald 1879

• MacDonald created the North-West Mounted Police– the precursor of the RCMP which incarcerates more Indigenous people per capita 
than any other racial group in Canada. As Métis academic and activist Howard Adams (1975) wrote, “It is not just a coincidence that the 
Mounted Police were established during the development of Indian reserves to ensure the ‘success of the treaty negotiations with the 
Indians and ‘help’ relocate Indians and halfbreeds to their reserves and colonies…The Mounties were not ambassadors of goodwill or 
uniformed men sent to protect Indians; they were the colonizer’s occupational forces and hence the oppressors of Indians and Métis.”

• We have been pampering and coaxing the Indians...we must take a new course, we must vindicate the position of the white man, we 
must teach the Indians what law is” (MacDonald, 1885). 

What Sir. John A. MacDonald Said and Did?

https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/8-first-nation-reserve-faqs


Sources and Information about Sir John A. MacDonald and Residential Schools

• “The executions of the Indians ought to convince the Red Man that the White Man governs” (MacDonald, 1885).
• Executed Métis leader Louis Riel (1885). 

• As the Joint-Premier of the Province of Canada (before Canadian confederation), MacDonald was a leader in the creation 
of the Gradual Civilization Act (1857) which transformed into the Indian Act in 1876. The Gradual Civilization Act aimed to 
enfranchise First Nations men into settler society (i.e., Province of Canada) and in the process turn lands of Indigenous 
nations into private property which could be taxed by settler governments. In this Act, Indigenous women, and children 
(under 21) were attached to the men in their lives (a settler ideology and practice of heteropatriarchy imposed through 
this legislation).

• Cleared the prairies through the deliberate starvation and detention of the Indigenous peoples in order to make way for 
European settlement and the construction of the railroad. 

What Sir. John A. MacDonald Said and Did?



Sources and Information about Sir John A. MacDonald and Residential Schools

• MacDonald’s Indian agents explicitly withheld food in order to drive bands onto reserves and out of the way of the 
railroad. A Liberal MP at the time called it “a policy of submission shaped by a policy of starvation.” (Daschuk, 2013) 

• MacDonald authorized the pass system, which required First Nations to obtain permission from their Indian agent to 
leave their reserve. His government also criminalized powwows and potlatches. Both policies would persist well into the 
20th century. (Hooper, 2018) 

• "The great aim of our legislation has been to do away with the tribal system and assimilate the Indian people in all 
respects with the other inhabitants of the Dominion as speedily as they are fit to change” (MacDonald, 1887). 

• “Celebrating the potlatch is a misdemeanor. This Indian festival is debauchery of the worst kind, and the departmental 
officers and all clergymen unite in affirming that it is absolutely necessary to put this practice down” (MacDonald, 1894). 

What Sir. John A. MacDonald Said and Did?



Timeline of Racism in Hamilton

• Ray Lewis – August 7th, 1932 first Black Canadian athlete to win an Olympic medal. He was the 
grandson of runaway slaves. 

• The  rules of life in the 1920’s and 1930’s were that 

White people and Black could go to school together but

could not socialize.

• Black people were not allowed in dancing ballrooms

• Famous musicians like Louis Armstrong and Count Basie

were not allowed to stay in hotels



Timeline of Racism in Hamilton

• A march of members of the KKK south on James Street North circa 1930, no doubt to draw attention to the Klan, 
to create a photo opportunity for local newspapers, and to promote membership. Courtesy of the Hamilton 
Public Library.

• KKK members adopt the ideas of white supremacy

• What is white supremacy?

“landing in Canada is prohibited for any immigrants

Belonging to the negro race. Wilfrid Laurier, August 1911 

“British Columbia must remain a British & Canadian

Province inhabited and dominated by men in whose

Viens runs the blood of those great pioneering races”

Robert Borden, September 1907
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